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DCPORT OF THD CIVIL ALRCHNAUTICS RBOARD
on the
Investrgation of ap fccicent Involving Aarcrart
During a Locel Pleasurc Flight

-Charles Bzaird Freeborn and his passenger, Ivan Lucas, were S.riously
wmjured in zn accident which ccourred near Bowman Field, Louisville,
Kentucky, zoout 1-45 p.in on august 8, 1943  Freeborn neld a privatoe
pilet cerfaficats witn & fingle-engine land, 0-80 h.p. rating. He nud
flown eprroxirately 250 nours, about 12 of vhich were 1n the iype 2ir—
plens involved., Lucas, £ non-revenue passenger, was not ceriificetec
&o 2N alrman. The axrcraft, & Piper J-3, NC 20862, povered by a
Continental 40 h.p. engince and o med by Paul Jones, was derolished.

Freeporn =nd Lucas took off from Bovman Fi<ld at approxirately
1-45 puon. on e local pleasure fligat. Tne tarke—off was made from a
4500-foot rummy airto a varieble sol bh wnnd of approxametely 4 TeDena
The plene vies stellca off the ground before sufiicient flving speed nad
been attazined znd was flown 1n a nosc~high attituae % near stalling
specd untal an altatude of zbout 50 feet .as reeched scre 500 foet beyond
the end of the rum ay. Duarng cn attoerptod right tarn, eprarently to
zvold trees aheod, tne nearly stalled condition hecame corplete and the
plane fell off into a raight spin. after completing about 90° of a right
tarn 1t strack the ground on the nos: and right wiong in an olnest verta-
cal position, bounced forvard about 18 foct end ceme to resc on its
collapsed lending goor.

Exarmns tion of the wreexage reve.led no evadence of failwre of eny
part of the mircraft prior to impact. The weatner wes suitablic for fly-
ing and did not contravute to the accident. Freeborn wos reportcd to
have hed & tendency to climb lov—powered circraft woo otecply and had
been cautioned severel times to rot clirb so stecply on takc—offs. A ~
Qalificd v 1tnesscs agreed that the pilot did not permit the piene to
attain a sale Tlyang speca ¢nd that 1t wes flown in 2 nearly stalled
attituae up toe the point of the raght turn,

This accident was due to poor judrint snd flying technique on the
art of the pilot.
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